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Emmy, Grade 11

Bei Bei, Grade 11
Being a part of the Operation Smile Club for 3
years, I cooperated in fundraising activities at
school participated in helping the Smile Run
in 2018. Never did I have a chance to meet the
people that I am helping, until the Operation
Smile Mission trip to Surin in September. This trip
provided us an opportunity to interact with the
kids we have been fundraising for, as well as to
observe surgeries in operation rooms. These rare
opportunities shed light on our perceptions of
the hardships of so many people in the world
allowing us to recognizing the fact of how
grateful we should be for what we have. They
allow us to realize that every one of our
actions can be helpful to someone in the world
whether we know it or not, and these small actions
bring people happiness, something that can’t be
bought by money. Life is unfair in the way that not
everyone is born the same, all of these kids that
the Operation Smile organization aims to help are
born with a cleft lip/cleft palate or some sort of
disability they did not choose to have.
Shana, Grade 10
Before going to Surin, I always thought that
Operation Smile was just a club raising money for
supporting kids with cleft palates, however this trip
really changed my spective of what it really is. I saw
many kids in this condition and their faces were all
filled with fear. My biggest highlight was to be able
to interact with the kids and their parents; learning
more about their lives and how hard it was for them
to be under this condition. This experience that
really touched me and I will never forget it.
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I enjoyed the trip to Surin hospital as I had
a chance to meet many people who were all
really nice even though they were experiencing a
situation that was quite terrible and difficult for
them to get through. From my point of view, they
were more than a family because I could feel their
love towards each other.
I was so excited when I learnt about the trip
because it seemed to be interesting and it was
something new for me as a high school student.
I am happy that I chose to attend this trip and
I do not regret coming here as I had a lot of new
experiences by being there. I consider this to be
one of the best experiences I could ever have in
my entire life.
Alfie, Grade 11
This is my first time on an Operation Smile
experience and I feel very grateful that I came
this year. I got to see many types of operations:
hand, operation on the nose, and mouth (cleft
palate and cleft lips).
From this trip, I feel like being a doctor could save
and change many people’s lives. I was so excited
to see the surgery and to see the people who got
the surgery recover. I feel very good that I came to
this trip and if I have an opportunity next time, I will
come because this type of learning really worhts
the time and effort.
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Kor, Grade 11
I found it really fascinating to observe how
surgery is performed very closely. The questions
that I brought up directly to the surgeon also helped
me to understand exactly what was going on and
how they analyzed problems to come up with the
solution. One of the cases I saw was a patient with
nose infection. Since there was a mistake from
his previous surgery, it caused an infection in his
nose and another surgery was done to fix it. This
tells me that in a professional career there can still
be mistakes and that there is no guaranteed that
every patient can completely be recovered from
their sickness.
Fay, Grade 11
Being a part of the Surin Operation Smile
mission gave me the rare opportunity to observe
surgery being performed up close and talk to the
surgeons themselves, asking them about their
careers and the medical treatment they would
perform for someone born with cleft lips. This
experience was extremely valuable for me, as well
as, anyone considering persuing a career in the
medical field as it gave us the chance to observe
the occurrences inside an actual operating room
and asses the jobs that being a doctor would
entail, the environment they work at, the people
they have to interact with, etc.
Pao Pao, Grade 11
It is my first time participating in this Operation
Smile Mission in Surin, for five days. This mission
was overall a great experience and opportunity for
me to interact with other volunteers, students, and
learn many things. The most touching part was
how people were trying their best in their position
to communicate and to reduce anxiety for the
patients and kids. I remember that when I was
playing with the kids in the hospital, there were
some students from other schools who joined me
and helped me playing with the kids. This mission
was a great experience, and a great chance to
meet new people naturally.
55
CONCORDIAN

