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If you’re interested, two of our
classmates Poom and Ken created two short
films documenting the trip, and they can be
found here: [link or qr code to videos]

By: Poom G11

T

he week before going on the School Build trip,
there were mixed feelings amongst the class.
Some were excited to leave the stressful studies
at school behind, while some were a bit held back
at first.
On the Sunday morning of our departure, we
left the busy Don Muang airport and landed at a
quiet airport in Tak province. As we sat on the back
of pickup trucks journeying up the hill to a remote
village, we were heading into unfamiliar territory. As
the 4G signal on our phones disappeared, we knew
we were there. It was quite an experience for us all,
living together outside the comforts of Bangkok city.
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By: Ken G11

Our task was to renovate the two school
buildings, and we did. With some Thai pop
music and the occasional jazz or rap song, we
all worked on the school. The tasks ranged from
drilling wooden planks to creating the walls of the
school to painting a gigantic tree at the front of the
school. Sometimes it got a bit messy, especially
when people who didn’t know how to paint tried to
paint. However, we still ended up with art. It was a
good experience working on something together
with friends that didn’t involve calculating the sum
of a and infinite geometric series or writing a lab
report. It was some quality bonding time.
At the end of the day, some of us would go play
with the kids. We would bring out a football, and
as soon as we placed it on the ground a swarm
of kids just rushed in. It’s awesome that just
a single football can create so much joy. The
kids were really excited to play. Every time the
ball rolled down the hill or into a pipe, the kids
would jump down barefooted (equivalent to about
a one floor building) or climbed into the pipe
to get the ball back. We didn’t speak the same
language as some of the kids, but we didn’t need
to to have fun. On the last day, we gave the football
to the oldest kid so he could bring it out every time
they were going to play. What they did was very
surprising, they did the “O-noi-ock” game to
decide who should keep the ball. It was a
memorable experience
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When going to an unfamiliar place, perhaps one of
the major problems which people have but rarely
publicly discuss is using the restroom. Once we
arrived at the build site with the old torn down
school, there was a little structure made of 4
concrete walls to create an enclosed rectangle
with a door. This was the toilet. Inside, there was
a squat toilet, and it was hard to use at first. I am
sure everyone has developed their own techniques
of using this contraption. Nowhere was a toilet bowl
to be found. The point here is not to describe to
you this natural human routine, but to point out that
we are actually living a privileged life. Maybe these
kids have never seen a toilet bowl before, but we
just take toilet bowls for granted every day. The
lesson: we have a lot of luxuries (even if we may
not have considered them luxuries before), so
appreciate what you have. Realize that we’re - Mammoth
lucky to be born this way, and don’t waste the
opportunity.
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Angie
I thought this trip was interesting because I was
able to experience the lifestyle of Thais living in
rural areas.
Fern
Throughout the trip, we as a class worked
alongside the children in the village, our
teachers, and our alumni. Because of all of the
commitment and excitement shown, I felt that this
is a memorable school build trip that we will forever
cherish.
Laura
This was an eye opening, life changing, meaningful and unforgettable trip. I came back from the
trip more empathetic and appreciative of nature,
rural lifestyles and cultures and simple yet happy
pleasures.
Pim
It was beyond my expectation. This trip allowed me
to see so many new things from the outside world.
Taro
During the trip, I not only earned new experiences
but also got the chance to bond with my friends.
I will keep the trip as a good memory that I will be
able to look back when I am older.
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Jaokha
Going into the trip I didn’t have many expectations
and thought that it would be a very boring week
where we would all complain. However, it was
much much better than that. We played with the
kids, observed life in that area, but most importantly
we bonded a lot more.

Trips & Expeditions

Muk
I thought that this trip was very interesting because
I went there without any expectations. I learned a
lot from this trip because I was able to experience
things that I have never done before. Also this trip
gave me good memories about our class, class of
2020 because we were able to spend more time
together during day time and night time, and while
building the school for those children.
Kib
I felt that this trip was really interesting since we
learned how the people in Tak live their lives. School
build truly was an enjoyable trip as we bonded with
classmates and made new friends.
Tata
It was really interesting to actually witness the
before and after of the school we built, from the first
day when there was only the unfinished structure
of the building, to the last day, where the school’s
construction was completed with wood panels
and decorative wall art that we as a class have
collaboratively painted. Not only did the trip enable
us to bond, but also allow us to give back to the
society, in which we are helping children up in the
mountain have a brighter future.
Pol
I thought that this trip allowed us as class of 2020 to
be able to spend more time together and be able to
learn even more about our friends.
Chan
This trip was very interesting and fun. At first
I expected it to be mundane and boring, but it was
very exciting. I was able to bond with my friends and
gain new experiences throughout the trip. 10/10
would recommend.
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ibeam
I learned how to build the school, providing a new learning area for
the students to study in a great atmosphere.
Tang Tang
Inspirational. Grateful. Motivated.
Elim
Through this trip I was able to bond with my friends and make new
friends with the children at the village. When interviewing with the
villagers I learned that even though the villagers live far from the city
and don’t have electricity, they still are happy the way they are.
Lily
I thought this trip was an eye opening experience for me
because before I was only really involved in the fundraising aspect
of the projects. This time I got to see the full impact so I really liked
seeing how the project came out and I really learned a lot about
finding happiness in giving to others and not from getting things.
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W

hen people are asked why they give, the readiest answers
include: God wants me to; I feel better about myself; It’s only
right to share; other needs. The next question I would like to ask is:
How do you feel?
It has been my experience that when you are focused on the act
of giving, you are less likely to become consumed by your own
concerns and challenges. Giving provides an opportunity to look
beyond our own world and see the bigger picture in life.
A great perspective can be achieved through stepping out of our
own world and venturing into the world of others, and on November
18-23 we did just that.
[Location: Tak, Mae Sot District Thailand | จังหวัดตาก อำ�เภอแม่สอด]
I knew wifi would be a struggle, which is why I committed to a
digital detox. For our entire trip, we had to be in the moment, with no
social media, a complete focus on what we were doing and where
we were. Our mission? To build a school.
For someone who is continually connected to the internet, this was
a challenge.But after the plane ride, going through rocky, steep
roads and finally arriving at our destination, I learned something
new. There was a certain level of beauty, solitude and happiness
in exploring the village. It was refreshing, seeing the open night sky
and endless fields of lush green, uninterrupted by skyscrapers and
freeways but rather, just the exposure to nature.
For the next three days, we - the class of 2020, along with alumnis,
teachers, staffs and with the help from the children in the village,
worked on constructing and painting the interior & exterior of the
school. Some of us created murals and painted the walls, while
some helped to drill wooden boards for the wall of the school. It
was a fascinating sight to behold: everyone being in the present
moment, working towards a common goal, for the betterment of
these students future.
The night before we left, we organized a talent show. People from
the village, young and old, came to perform their traditional songs
and dances. What really touched me was their genuine nature:
these individuals dare to dream. Despite their circumstances, they
work hard for it and believe that one day their dreams would come
true. I’m sure it will, as life holds special magic for those who dare
to dream.
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Thank you to everyone who were involved in this project, for
bringing about such an incredible experience.
For it is in giving that we receive; this trip shall reside in my
memories forever ~ a timeless treasure of the heart.
Thank you.
Kavin (Ken)
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