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Only six months here and I’ve changed so much, from 
learning to live independently to personality. Over 
70% of the conversations I have amongst friends are 
now science based. In simple terms “I have become 
nerdier”. Even the food I eat, the weather today, the 
exercises I’m doing… I could relate everything to  
science. I was so inspired by a rat dissection class, 
I’ve even dissected a dead pigeon I found on the 
street last term! I never expected myself to be so  
daring, but it was such an educating experience. 
Nothing beats the hands-on experience. Textbooks 

bring the abstract to life.

I think I have a bittersweet relationship with  
Cambridge. On some days, I feel so honored 
to be here; a privilege to be studying with the  
smartest people of the future and from the most  
esoteric academics. On other days, it’s just too  
overwhelming to the point I mutter “I hate my life, 
why did I do this to myself?”. I thought IB and A  
levels were challenging. Now they all seem so simply  
condensed, compared to the speed and vast amounts of  
materials taught here. Nonetheless, I know all the hard 
work done now would be worth it in the future. Thus, I do 
enjoy life here for the most part, and it is a delight to meet  
people who share common interests with you!

As some of you may know, I graduated from  
Concordian with the IB Diploma in 2013. I took 

a gap year to do A-levels, enhancing my academic  
 

Cambridge! It is a dream come true.

It wasn’t an easy journey and I can say that it is  

enrolled in the Natural Science Tripos, one of the most  
challenging courses in the university, especially as 

 
intriguing, and it is the enthusiast that drives you  
forward to learn. I take four subjects: Evolution and  
Behaviour, Physiology of Organisms, Earth Sciences, and  
Mathematical Biology. Of the four, I enjoy  
Evolution and Behaviour, and Earth Sciences most.  
Earth Sciences – Geology, who would’ve known?! I’m  
currently studying the Paleontology series. Yes,  
dinosaurs (next term) and fossils, how amazing is that?! 
I am completely enthralled. Never thought I would be 

dinosaurs! It’s been so exciting that I’ve decided I might 
continue with Geological sciences in my second year, 
together with Ecology, and Animal Biology. You just  
never know when your life path changes! In fact, I have 

 
forward to them.
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Winter snow in February 2015. 
At the Downing Site, where the 
science departments are.

Autumn 2014 at Homerton College, 
Cambridge; view of the Great Hall.

Drinking from a horn as  
part of Matriculation.

Matriculation dinner,  
October 2014.
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