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I was first introduced to the IB program at Concordian 
International School when I joined the school in Grade 

10. The academic rigor has prepared me to do well in my 
University years. Particularly, the IB diploma has taught 
me to think critically and develop research skills, which 
are essentials to perform well in University degrees.  

Aside from the academic excellence, Concordian  
promotes the CAS program. This also shaped how 
I see the world. As the School’s mission statement 
states, “Concordian promotes academic excellence 
while nurturing young people to become moral and 
intellectual leaders, people of dignity, integrity and  
compassion, who wants to make a difference in the 
world,” the learning beyond academic studies allowed 
me to grow as a person and develop my potential. 

Finally, what makes Concordian special is its supportive 
environment. The teachers and staff are truly dedicated 
to each students’ success. Certainly, the IB program is 
beneficial yet challenging. Without the support from the 
School, I would not have achieved my IB diploma.  

Natnaree Vasunirachorn (Cherry) 
Class of 2012 
MSc Management, Imperial College London 
BA International Marketing, 
University of Westminster 

One of the main attractions of studying the IB  
program was its emphasis on our ability to think  

independently and tackle real world problems.  
Instead of simply accepting and memorizing concepts, 
IB focuses on learning through problem solving with 
an inquisitive mind, strong research skills and critical  
thinking. This approach has assisted me greatly  
during my university education and continues to do so 
in my current profession of financial research.

Additionally, Concordian’s philosophy of develop-
ing their students into well rounded, global citizens  
compliments the IB program perfectly. Offering a  
multilingual learning environment and promoting  
cultural diversity helped unlock multiple opportunities 
for me in the future such as studying in Hong Kong 
and gaining international work experience during my 
internship in China.

I was also drawn to Concordian’s values of  
compassion and their dedication to give back to the 
community. I am grateful to have been given the  
opportunity to engage in the multiple community  
service programs that Concordian offers, which have 
profoundly impacted my outlook on the responsibili-
ties we have to those less fortunate than us.

In the fast-paced, information age we live in, I believe 
that independent and critical thought are now more 
important than ever. As global issues become more 
complex, cultural understanding and compassion 
will play a bigger role if we are to truly address them.  
I am thankful to Concordian and IB for striving to instill 
these values in its students and for instilling them in 
me.

By: Justin Chong
Class of 2012
BSc Economics and Finance,  
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
Associate at Third Bridge


