Moving to
By Aeii

I

still remember the moment I waved goodbye to the familiar faces. As I
schlepped my cumbersome luggage across myriad shops and a labyrinth
of terminals, I realized something. I wasn’t just moving away from the city
I’d spent 18 years in, I was also moving far far away, out of my comfort
zone.

I was scared and excited at the same time. Moving into a new place, meeting a diverse new
for me.
Coming to Imperial taught me how to be more independent and outgoing,
and to persevere. Even though I am constantly bombarded with program ming assignments and digital labs, I love where I am and how this place
helped shape me into who I am right now.
Trust me, outside your comfort zone is where the magic happens.
Prima Ongvises (Aeii)
Class of 2014
Electrical and Electronics Engineering
Imperial College London
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ittersweet to say the least. I still recall vividly
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home, away from my family and friends who I
shared happiness, stresses and tears with. As
soon as the plane landed, excitement and nervousness rushed through my veins and I couldn’t
help but feel the need to be ready for this big move
and change in my life. On August 24th 2014, New
York University became my second home. I was
pleasantly surprised: by the school, people and
teachers. I met so many different people with lives
so intriguing, that I now understand the whole deal
about New York being such a diverse city. I luckily,
very soon, got settled in and felt as comfortable
as I could be with this move (although I try to stick
to messaging my family instead of talking on the
phone to avoid tears). The best part for me about
and study what I love and aspire to pursue in life:
I am a social work major, with a recently declared
minor in social entrepreneurship, and I have a
part-time job as a teaching assistant for visually
impaired and disabled children at the Lighthouse
Guild. I believe the best thing about university
in general, or NYU, is the range and diversity of
not just the students and professors but also the
courses, majors and minors available.

As for how IB helped me with university classes – because my classes do not really relate to the subjects I took
my past knowledge and information from my Economic Development IA and notes to explain how the economy
can affect the wellbeing and education of families in lower income communities. As for my Writing The Essay
class (incomparable to IB Literature – In a bad way, the only course I dislike), my past essays were all useful
in writing my papers, from works on masculinity to Jane Eyre. I feel as though the work here may be not as
challenging as the IB courses as a whole but the work load is much heavier and time management and discipline
is very important. I wish this year’s seniors all the best of luck for getting into the university of their dreams and

Cheers,
Kamolnan Chearavanont (Fong)
Class of 2014
Social Work and Social Entrepreneurship
New York University
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ne of the main attractions of studying the IB
program was its emphasis on our ability to think
independently and tackle real world problems.
Instead of simply accepting and memorizing concepts,
IB focuses on learning through problem solving with
an inquisitive mind, strong research skills and critical
thinking. This approach has assisted me greatly
during my university education and continues to do so
in my current profession of financial research.
Additionally, Concordian’s philosophy of developing their students into well rounded, global citizens
compliments the IB program perfectly. Offering a
multilingual learning environment and promoting
cultural diversity helped unlock multiple opportunities
for me in the future such as studying in Hong Kong
and gaining international work experience during my
internship in China.
I was also drawn to Concordian’s values of
compassion and their dedication to give back to the
community. I am grateful to have been given the
opportunity to engage in the multiple community
service programs that Concordian offers, which have
profoundly impacted my outlook on the responsibilities we have to those less fortunate than us.
In the fast-paced, information age we live in, I believe
that independent and critical thought are now more
important than ever. As global issues become more
complex, cultural understanding and compassion
will play a bigger role if we are to truly address them.
I am thankful to Concordian and IB for striving to instill
these values in its students and for instilling them in
me.
By: Justin Chong
Class of 2012
BSc Economics and Finance,
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Associate at Third Bridge

I

was first introduced to the IB program at Concordian
International School when I joined the school in Grade
10. The academic rigor has prepared me to do well in my
University years. Particularly, the IB diploma has taught
me to think critically and develop research skills, which
are essentials to perform well in University degrees.
Aside from the academic excellence, Concordian
promotes the CAS program. This also shaped how
I see the world. As the School’s mission statement
states, “Concordian promotes academic excellence
while nurturing young people to become moral and
intellectual leaders, people of dignity, integrity and
compassion, who wants to make a difference in the
world,” the learning beyond academic studies allowed
me to grow as a person and develop my potential.
Finally, what makes Concordian special is its supportive
environment. The teachers and staff are truly dedicated
to each students’ success. Certainly, the IB program is
beneficial yet challenging. Without the support from the
School, I would not have achieved my IB diploma.
Natnaree Vasunirachorn (Cherry)
Class of 2012
MSc Management, Imperial College London
BA International Marketing,
University of Westminster
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by Minky
Phantratanamongkol

A

s some of you may know, I graduated from
Concordian with the IB Diploma in 2013. I took
a gap year to do A-levels, enhancing my academic
Cambridge! It is a dream come true.
It wasn’t an easy journey and I can say that it is
enrolled in the Natural Science Tripos, one of the most
challenging courses in the university, especially as
intriguing, and it is the enthusiast that drives you
forward to learn. I take four subjects: Evolution and
Behaviour, Physiology of Organisms, Earth Sciences, and
Mathematical Biology. Of the four, I enjoy
Evolution and Behaviour, and Earth Sciences most.
Earth Sciences – Geology, who would’ve known?! I’m
currently studying the Paleontology series. Yes,
dinosaurs (next term) and fossils, how amazing is that?!
I am completely enthralled. Never thought I would be
dinosaurs! It’s been so exciting that I’ve decided I might
continue with Geological sciences in my second year,
together with Ecology, and Animal Biology. You just
never know when your life path changes! In fact, I have
forward to them.

Matriculation dinner,
October 2014.

Only six months here and I’ve changed so much, from
learning to live independently to personality. Over
70% of the conversations I have amongst friends are
now science based. In simple terms “I have become
nerdier”. Even the food I eat, the weather today, the
exercises I’m doing… I could relate everything to
science. I was so inspired by a rat dissection class,
I’ve even dissected a dead pigeon I found on the
street last term! I never expected myself to be so
daring, but it was such an educating experience.
Nothing beats the hands-on experience. Textbooks
bring the abstract to life.
I think I have a bittersweet relationship with
Cambridge. On some days, I feel so honored
to be here; a privilege to be studying with the
smartest people of the future and from the most
esoteric academics. On other days, it’s just too
overwhelming to the point I mutter “I hate my life,
why did I do this to myself?”. I thought IB and A
levels were challenging. Now they all seem so simply
condensed, compared to the speed and vast amounts of
materials taught here. Nonetheless, I know all the hard
work done now would be worth it in the future. Thus, I do
enjoy life here for the most part, and it is a delight to meet
people who share common interests with you!
Warinporn Phantratanamongkol (Minky)
Class of 2013
Natural Sciences Tripos, Department of Zoology
University of Cambridge

Winter snow in February 2015.
At the Downing Site, where the
science departments are.

Autumn 2014 at Homerton College,
Cambridge; view of the Great Hall.
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Drinking from a horn as
part of Matriculation.
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chose IB because it is a well rounded curriculum,
giving students knowledge, practice, skills, and
experience in a variety of subject areas, some
of which can be applied to life after education.
Students are taught in several subjects, including
Theory of Knowledge which to me is the equivalent of basic philosophy. This added diversity to the
course. Students can select their preferred area
of study from each subject, and choose whether to study each one in advanced or high level
(HL), or standard level (SL). For example, the
sciences offer physics, chemistry and biology,
while the languages offer English, Mandarin, Thai,
French and Spanish. I liked that the sixth subject
offers freedom in subject choice. IB also
emphasizes on project work, presentation, and
community service, which are practical in life after
education as it provides management, organization and communication skills. I chose Concordian
because it offered the subjects I had wanted to take,
and because it is a medium-sized school. Student
population is not extremely high. This means that
the teachers and staff can dedicate more time into
helping each student. I have found the teachers
and staff here very friendly, some of whom are most
memorable and meaningful to me.
Best wishes,
Warinporn Phantratanamongkol (Minky)
Class of 2013
Natural Science Tripos, Department of Zoology
University of Cambridge
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was introduced to the IB curriculum with the IB
learner profile when I applied to Concordian in
Grade 7. The attribute that stood out to me was
“reflective”. The concept cropped up so many times
during my years at Concordian. I remember I was
very confused why I had to write paragraphs of
reflection in my Math class, which I thought was
supposed to be just formulas and numbers.
However, those reflections foster a learning
experience that promotes the understanding of
who I am as a person. It provided me time to
stop and think about the skills I had developed,
my strengths and my weaknesses. It was more
valuable than just remembering some formulas
and forgetting it after exams. It made learning more
meaningful.
IB Diploma Program at Concordian was an
eye-opener for me. It not only let me discover
myself academically with the different subject
areas I chose from, it also provided me with the
opportunity to try out extra-curricular activities through
CAS. Writing reflections was part of CAS, and it
would be a lot less fun if it were not for the diverse
programs that Concordian provided for us. As
I look back to the years at Concordian, what stood
out to me the most was not the tireless work with
Extended Essay or the intense revision for the exam.
It was the memories that I had with my friends going
tree-planting, arranging Science Day for my CAS
project and spending the afternoon teaching and
playing with kids at Concordia day care center.
Concordian facilitated the experience for me to learn
and reflect upon, and contributed to who I am today.
P.S. Enjoy IB while it lasts.
Natchapol Suebsubanant (Byte)
Class of 2013
MEng in Engineering Science
University of Oxford
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time in the free periods or after classes to help me
improve
my
performance.
Physics
was
exceptionally memorable as it was one where I achieved
miserable scores for a long time and only did well in the
final IB exam where it really mattered. In hindsight, it
helped that the small class size played even more to
the teacher’s ability to have full undivided attention to
us, and I would say even more so than when I was
back in primary or middle school where it was a full-size
class. In my other classes where I faired much better,
Ms. Baertschy, Mr. Rich, Mr. Clynt and Mr. Ravi
were also of equal company. When Coach K (Robert
Kovach) joined in 2011-12 he brought a new level of
positivity, motivational skill and sporting ethics that was
of enormous asset to the school and his all round
character will never be out of my memory. Lastly, but not
leastly, IB at Concordian wraps up its unique education
with the right moral, ethical and intellectual education from
the CAS program to their students.Though the school
has no legal authority to force or control individuals, it was
important to at least influence or convince the student’s
mindset as they will all grow to become significant
players of the society due to family backgrounds.
A powerful but savage individual will be of unthinkable
consequences to the society and the city. I was, am and
will always be grateful for the opportunity that I have
received such distinct and unparalleled education at
Concordian, and though. I don’t have to apologize for
any mischievous behaviors (because there aren’t any),
I do apologize for letting my teachers down when it was
apparent I was not catching up, such as in Physics and
Chinese.
By: Peerapat Manakrit (Pat)
Class of 2014
B.A. Geography, Environment and Sustainability
University of Columbia
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irst and foremost, Concordian stands out as an
educational program in Thailand that offers the
kind of options that are not found anywhere else
throughout the whole country. IB schools are a
rarity itself, and Concordian is the only one that
combines the education with instructions in three
official languages, giving the students a massive
talent-based head start of multiple decades over the
others in the country. I do not know how the school
founder - K. Varnnee Chearavanont Ross - could
have had such far future-based foreseeable ability,
and it is an achievement as it is simply astonishing
when she founded the school back in 2001; a year
before I joined the institution. Chinese was on the
rise throughout the 2000s, and though one can argue
that its significance has kind of plateaued due to the
internet’s role in reinforcing the importance of the
english language. Chinese continues to be a language
of global importance and adds as a great asset to
anybody in the global workforce. This trend was
reflected well as I approached my high school years
in 2012-13 when other languages other than Chinese
were starting to take up shape as optional Language
B programs for students. The fact that Concordian
has no alternative of an equal caliber to IB does not
concern me as the school wanted to push and encourage
students to take up the challenge to become the best
students we can be. I have seen how caring and attentive
Concordian IB teachers are, and coming to
university only helps me reaffirm that belief as
the difference between the level of dedication
between teachers and professors are starkly different.
Especially in classes where I struggled. In
Physics with Dr. C and less so in Chinese with
Ms. Ker, the two instructors would set aside extra
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“IB x 99” was my initial thought of In
what university education would be
like. Reality? I can tell you that it is
utterly different from what I perceived.
I can never be more proud of being a
Bruin, for being a tiny part of UCLA.
Believe it or not, I feel that the amount of

college student is much less than being
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college, everything is learning.
Every single thing you do counts as an
invaluable experience that you will be
equipped with for the rest of your life. Not
that you can’t learn from things around you
in high school, but just that the amount
of freedom you get in college is almost

opportunities presented to you each day
in college. But at the end of the day, it’s
the same question asked to Concord- all about your decision in making the
ian alumni almost my entire high school most out of those experiences. You can
career. “Did IB help your college life?” My go to class or you can skip class. You
can choose to study/research or you
are able to keep up with studying 9 classes can choose to play Xbox360 in your
per semester in IB and maintaining good dorm. You can choose to party every
grades, 3 classes in college is a piece of Thursday night or you can choose to do
cake. And no. If you spend your time chill- extra assignments that add 1% to your
ing with your friends 24/7, your college grade. I’m not saying that one choice is
academic life will probably be as miserable better than another. I’m comparing this to
as your IB grades. When I was a high school show the power of choices. Who knows,
freshmen, I used to ask upperclass- going out to party once in a while might
men “how did you survive IB when even allow you to make connections with
9th grade already asks so much from future potential business partners? Last
you?” That one answer is the key to my but not least, enjoy your high school life.
successful educational career, and will It won’t be long until it’s over, and when
probably be for the key for the rest of you look back, jubilant memories will
my life. It’s time management. Manage always warm your heart.
your time well, and you will have time for
everything you want to do in your life.
Makha Varunpaijit (Sun)
In high school, when you think about
Class of 2014
‘learning’, it is all about going to
classes, completing your homework,
Politics and Chinese
writing your essays, acing the tests.
University of California, Los Angeles

